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President’s Message:  Open LTPOA Board Positions 

At this moment, as I look out over the lake, it is 
hard to focus on aquatic plant management. All 
that I see is white. It is difficult to predict what the 
lake will be like and what our aquatic plant control 
needs will be at the thaw or when the thaw will be.  
As in the winters of 2013 and 2014, we have once 
again been permitted to draw the lake down. Last 
year, the drawdown gave us great rewards. Rather 
than our first herbicide treatment being in April/
May as usual, it was in June. With our waterfronts 
again bared and exposed to the winter freezes and 
the sun penetration reduced by the ice and snow 
cover, we are hopeful for similar results this year.  
Through the winter, the Lake Templene              
Improvement Board (LTIB) has been active and 
proactive on our behalf. They have requested and 
reviewed bids for Aquatic Plant Management. The 
LTIB is to be applauded as they have spent many 
hours through this winter considering ways to  
improve Lake Templene.  As a result of their efforts, 
contracts have been signed with Progressive AE to 
provide oversight of our Aquatic Plant Control  
Program and with Aquatic Services Inc. to serve as 
our herbicide applicator.  Both companies are 
knowledgeable of the lake and have provided   
excellent service in the past.  They have applied for 

The LTPOA Board of Directors is heading into a time 
of significant change. There are currently 11 board 
positions. For various reasons, eight of the seats are 
up for election this spring. About 10 years ago, the 
Board was increased from 9 to 11 seats to deal with 
the increased work load associated with the      
increased services being provided to the association 
membership. 
A survey of Board members conducted last winter 
revealed that the total hours spent working on  
Association business amounted to over 2000 hours 
not including time spent in Board meetings. This 
work load explains why some board members are 
leaving and why many property owners decline 
running for the Board. Much of the work by the 
Board is directed at providing services to the    
membership that make the Lake Templene        

community unlike any other lake community found in 
southwest Michigan. As an example, some of the work 
of Board members includes physical activities such as    
replacing road signs when needed. 
The Board is exploring ways to restructure the work 
load without reducing the level of services provided. 
Within a couple of months, a vision of a new             
organizational structure will be communicated, one that 
would be intended to maintain services while reducing 
the work load for Board members. 
In the meantime, PLEASE CONSIDER RUNNING FOR THE 

BOARD to help maintain the current level of services 

and help implement a new structure. 

                                       By Jack Rote 

Lake Templene Aquatic Plant Management  

the required permits allowing us to be ready             
immediately when the treatment need arises.  
As in the past, herbicide treatment will be the primary 
tool for aquatic plant management. The harvester/
skimmer will be available to assist. Hopefully, as the 
trials of the new bottomland reduction tools progress, 
some additional benefits of those methods in aquatic 
plant management will be realized.   
I cannot at this time be specific as to what our Aquatic 
Plant Management schedule will be. However, I can say 
that through the efforts of the LTIB and the LTPOA we 
can be assured that we will be ready when the time and 
needs become apparent.  
I am hopeful that we will have a repeat of last year and 

that we all will enjoy Lake Templene through the     

summer of 2015.  

  By Dennis Nemeth 
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For some period of time, many Lake Templene residents have 
worked hard to get a lake improvement plan to become a reality. 
In 2012, Nottawa and Sherman Township officials stepped up and 
made that effort happen by creating a Lake Improvement Board. 
This action by the Townships was in support of the majority of the 
property owners living on Lake Templene who signed a petition 
requesting a Lake Improvement Plan. 
The petitions called for dredging to be part of the plan. Since the 
petition signing, like many things, technology for lake bottomland 
removal has progressed. The process of aeration has shown      
success for bottomland removal on some lakes in Michigan. There 
have been a number of delays around the hydraulic dredging    
approach because of expensive issues around spoils disposal. 
Dredging has traditionally taken many forms such as using         
hydraulics, steam shovels, bulldozers, and barge excavators, etc. In 
general, it involves any method that will remove undesirable 
bottomland. Additionally, the Lake Templene Improvement Board 
held a public hearing to discuss aeration as a possible method for 
bottomland removal and received overwhelming support from 
those in attendance to consider aeration as another way for 
bottomland removal. From a financial perspective, aeration would 
be, at minimum, six times less expensive than the cheapest form of 
hydraulic dredging. 
A lake resident, Glenn Miller, has initiated a legal action against the 
Lake Templene Improvement Board which appears to be aimed at 

stopping the use of aeration. It further appears that because the 
preliminary plans called for dredging of the lake in front of his 
house, he does not want aeration pilot areas established first in 
other areas of the lake. The selected pilot areas are intended to 
verify the effectiveness in Lake Templene and provide                
improvement activity until the dredging disposal issue can be   
resolved or aeration can be determined to be effective in             
Mr.  Miller’s or other areas of the lake. 
Besides trying to stop the aeration pilots, Mr. Miller’s attorney 
indicated that the Township and Lake Board officials might face 
possible criminal action. These Township an Lake Board officials 
are the same people, who for little compensation in their elected 
positions and no additional compensation for serving on the Lake 
Board, are trying to enhance the Lake Templene Community. 
These individuals who have tried to help us at Lake Templene are 

beginning to ask themselves why they are being put through these 

aggravations and threats. If the burden gets to be too much, they 

could dissolve the Lake Improvement Board by resolution. At that 

point all our hard work and hopes to date would be gone.  

                                      By Jack Rote 

Fireworks: Donations Needed Now 

From my house, we could see the area of the lake around the swim 
island where the boats congregated last year for the fireworks 
show. We counted 130 boats stationed in that area to watch the 
fireworks. From the number of lake residents who gathered and 
cheered loudly during the show, the LTPOA Board has concluded 
that the fireworks show is a great addition to the community and 
needs to be perpetuated. 
We have two sources of revenue to fund the fireworks show. One 
is contributions from lake residents and the other is fund raisers 
which this year will only be the golf tournament. We need         
volunteers to help raise the money for this year’s show. There are 
3 activities requiring volunteers: soliciting contributions from      
property owners, organizing the golf tournament, and soliciting 
sponsors. Please consider volunteering. Submit your name to 
jackrote@yahoo.com.  
To help understand the amount of money that will be available to 
fund the show this year, we need your contribution sooner rather 
than later. Please send your contribution to the attention of Myra 
Musser, Norman & Paulsen, 127 West Chicago Road, Sturgis, MI 
49091. 
For a reminder of the great show last year, go to laketemplene.org 

and view the fireworks finale.  

                                             By Jack Rote 

Lake Templene Improvement Plan Threatened 
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Bottomland Removal Update   

We have been working, this past few months, on additional sampling 
of the bottomland to confirm the amount of arsenic surrounding the 
six samples out of the 25 that exceeded the state limits of 10,000µ/
liter permitted and whether the arsenic is likely to be leached out of 
the dredging spoils when applied to the nearby farm fields.           
Additional sampling of the immediate areas surrounding the six   
original high content samples basically confirms that the river bends 
are where the arsenic has been concentrated by Mother Nature.  
However, leachate testing by SPE, a professional laboratory, shows 
that the arsenic stays with the dredging spoils.  In other words it does 
not percolate down into the water table.   
 
Recall that bottomland spoils distribution was to be done by pumping 
the spoils to a traveler distributor with excess water to be pumped 
back to Lake Templene.  The limited time window between crops on 
the farm fields does not appear to be sufficient to utilize this type of 
spoils distribution.  We are now beginning to further explore the use 
of storage bags adjacent to the farm fields to allow water to settle out 
over time.  We had looked at storage bags a year or so ago and    
determined that they would add about $6.00 per cubic yard to the 
dredging cost making the total cost $13.00 per cubic yard.  In addition 
to storage bags for dewatering, there are commercial trucks that are 
equipped to centrifuge sediment to reduce water content by        
approximately 20%.  Spicer Group, our consultant, is putting together 
cost estimates on both types of de-watering. 
 
Now that we have the necessary data to present to the DEQ on    
arsenic sample analysis, a meeting is being scheduled for March to 
obtain their input on the leaching data results and to finalize the  
specific areas that the DEQ will permit dredging to occur out of the 46 
acres originally outlined in 2008-2009. 

Concurrent with bottomland removal via dredging, we are    
moving forward with the approved three pilot area trials utilizing 
aeration as a means of reducing the amount of sediment on the 
lake bottom.  Three electrical contractors have been invited to 
submit quotes, two of which have furnished us quotes very much 
in line with our original cost estimates. The third contractors 
quote is expected to be submitted within the week.  It is our 
intention to award the compressor hookup business on a timely 
basis to enable the necessary work on the 13 properties to be 
completed by early April as planned last fall.  Easy Pro, the    
aeration company  selected to install the compressors, airlines 
and diffusers, plus monitor the equipment performance, is close 
to obtaining the permits.   The permit itself is going through the 
DEQ and the public comment period. 
 
The Lake Templene Improvement Board budget for 2015 totals 

$346,000 with aquatic plant management anticipated expenses 

of $125,000, bottomland removal, principally aeration related 

expenses of $184,028, with engineering, administration         

expenses estimated to be $37,000. 

   By Bob Ulrich 

Important!  Please Complete the Enclosed Survey 

Along with this newsletter, you are receiving a survey for Lake 
Templene Property Owners.  As a board, we are asking you to 
PLEASE fill out and return this information.  The LTPOA is      
planning to assemble a new directory and the more information 
we get, the more accurate and helpful your directory becomes. 
Other information on the survey is being collected to assist in 
planning for community needs. We need:  
 
1. The phone number which most easily reaches you.   
2. An email address for personal contact.  This is so useful for 
immediate news dissemination. Please include your email. 
3. Your Lake Templene address and your home address, if not a 
full time resident. 
4. Please include all adult names attached to your lake house. 
5. Other requested survey information. Although this will not be 
included in the directory, it is essential for lake planning. 
 
The LTPOA wants to keep you posted on the most current news 
of the lake.  There have been some rather large issues lately, and 
the more people we can get in touch with the better.  It’s very 
important to keep all property owners well informed and ensure 

each has an opportunity to be heard.  As we compile the directory, 
we want to be sure we have a correct means to reach you, a sure way 
to keep you in the loop of the lake news.  We need to know where 
you live and where you stand on pertinent issues! 
 
So, we are asking and asking again for you to return this survey as 
soon as is possible.  Having a lake community directory is just one of 
the perks of living on Lake Templene!  We are privileged to be     
property owners on this wonderful lake with its natural beauty, the 
wildlife, the wandering water, the spacious lots, and most of all the 
community of people from many areas and varied backgrounds, who 
all come together for the love of living on Lake Templene!  Lucky us! 
 
Thank you for your help.  Feel free to contact me, Debbie Martin, 
with any questions or concerns regarding the directory.  I can be 
reached at: craiglush@charter.net or (269)625-0438. 

 

   By Debbie Martin 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT1530_com_zimbra_email%22));
tel:(269)625-0438


 

I have served as  head organizer of the LTPOA ladies’ Christmas 
luncheons and monthly luncheons for six years and as a member of 
the committees for both for  the last nine years. It has been a   
pleasure and privilege to serve the LTPOA community in this way, 
but I’m  ready for having more time devoted to my own family  
during the holiday rush. The 2014 event was my last to host. If  
anyone is interested in organizing/hosting the Christmas luncheon 
and managing the Christmas luncheon committee, come to one of 
the monthly LTPOA meetings or contact Jack Rote. 
The monthly luncheons will continue starting again in March.  They 
are always held on the last Thursday of the month at noon. The 
location will be posted on the calendar of the LTPOA website.  I will 
no longer be sending Evites, so be sure to  check for the locations.   

                                                   By  Dolly Padgurskis 
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The LTPOA Board of Directors meetings are held the second    
Monday of every month, 6:00 PM, at Glenn Oaks Community  
College unless otherwise announced.  All LTPOA members are 
encouraged to attend any and all of the monthly Board 
meetings. You can get much information about lake                  
management,  planning, finances, and all Board activities if you 
come to regular Board meetings. It is important for the Board to 
get constructive input and ideas from residents. Members may 
come to bring questions and concerns or just to observe and   
listen.                                                            

                                          By LTPOA Board 

 LTPOA Board Meetings 

Ladies of Lake Templene Luncheons - Remember Christmas? 

The LTPOA Ladies Christmas Luncheon of 2014 seems so long ago 
but it really was a pretty recent activity occurring just prior to this 
winter season.  By everyone’s account, it was most enjoyable with 
an appearance of the Sturgis High School Women’s Choir directed 
by Eric Cardena as  the entertainment, the lovely décor and great 
food of Klinger Lake Country Club, and the cheerful presence of 
Santa Claus himself for distributing gifts!  All the ladies in      
attendance must have been good all year because each one     
received a gift from Santa. Some  are shown in the photos below 
taken by Janet Suhonen. Thank you to all who helped make the 
luncheon a big success:  Leslie Bovino, Glenna Fisher, Betty Mix, 
Mary Jo  Murphy, Valerie Rich, Sandy Rote,  Lyn Strang (piano  
music) Janet Suhonen (photography), Leslie Van Gelder,  and 
Charles Padgurskis.   

The Lake Templene Improvement Board continues to meet 
monthly at the Nottawa Township Hall in Centreville on the    
second Tuesday of each month.  Starting time is 5:30 pm.  All      
property owners are invited to attend. The Lake Templene      
Improvement Board members:   
Chairman  -  Bruce Bart, Sherman Township Supervisor;  
Treasurer  -  Jeffery Wenzel, St. Joseph County Drain  
                      Commissioner;  
Property Owner Representative/Secretary  -  Bob Ulrich;   
Members -  Rick Shaffer, St. Joseph County Commissioner, 
                      Jerry Loudenslager, Nottawa Township Supervisor 

 LTIB Board Meetings 
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Lake Templene’s Resident Bald Eagles - Recent Activity 

The first week of the New Year brought sightings of a group of four 
eagles perched on the ice of the former Skunk Lake between 
Curves End and Maplewood Shores. The gathering of eagles      
consisted of three juveniles pictured (right) in flight, and one adult 
pictured (left) watching as one of the juveniles took flight. The   
juvenile plumage is typical - irregular blotches of white in a        
generally dark body. It is said that although the juveniles are as 
large as the adults in a single season, it takes about four or five 
years to develop the characteristic white head and tail of the adult.  

One's first reaction is to think - My Gawd, if there are four of them 
here at once, we must have a nest near the lake! Additionally, one 
might assume they could be from different generations of the same 
family since Bald Eagles are said to generally lay two eggs a season, 
only one of which (first one to hatch, 'cause it overpowers the late 
arrival) usually survives. 

Alas, some research into the issue indicates that this scenario is 
likely not the case. Information on the Michigan DNR website 
states that winter eagle sightings in lower MI are common because 
eagles that nest in the UP come down in the winter where the food 
is more accessible. They say this is not a migration, but it sounds 
like it to me. Additionally, a recent article in the Minneapolis Star 

Tribune relates how during winter, the eagles from Northern     
Minnesota, Wisconsin and even Canada, congregate on open    
portions of the Mississippi in southeastern Minnesota to feed on 
small dead fish which wash out from underneath the iced over 
areas. They report some days hundreds of eagles are in attendance 
and, even on a bad day, 10 or 20 appear.  

Thus, it seems reasonable that on days when we have some open 
water along with patches of ice, similar conditions might exist.  We 
are, after all, on a river of sorts, although our recent visitors did not 
seem to be feeding, just sitting to soak up the sunshine,              
occasionally taking flight and wheeling around for a while before      
returning to the ice. 

So, although not all of the eagle sightings on our lake have been 
during winter, it looks like until we have regular sightings in the 
summer or are lucky enough to document a nest in the area, we 
may not have nearby residents, just transients.  

 

    By Ken Moser 

                                           Photos also by Ken Moser 

Covenants: All Dogs Must be Kept on a Leash 

The restrictive covenants of 
each of the Lake Templene 
developments require that 
pets not be allowed to run 
free.  All dogs must be kept on 
a leash. Please be considerate 
of others in the management 
of your dog. Curb your dog 
from voiding on private     
property and carry bags to 
clean up waste left by your dog 
on roads and walkways.      
Always move your dog out of 
the way of others on the path, 
especially children and other 

dogs.      LTPOA Board 
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Damn Those Ice Dams!  How Can Damage be Stopped? 

We’ve all seen those pretty glistening icicles hanging from the roofs 
of houses almost as if they are hung on purpose to decorate the 
edges of a home.  Unfortunately, the more icicles and the  larger 
they are is a sure sign that ice dams have formed or are forming and 
ice dams can cause serious damage to your home. Ice dams are 
ridges of ice that form on the edge of a roof and prevent melting 
snow from draining. Water that backs up behind a dam can leak 
into a home and cause damage to walls, ceilings, insulation, and 
other areas. Ice dam problems usually occur after heavy snowfall 
and several days of freezing temperatures.  
 
An ice dam forms when the roof over the attic gets warm enough to 
melt the underside of the layer of snow on the roof.  The water 
trickles down between the layer of snow and the shingles until it 
reaches the eave of the roof, which stays cold because it extends 
beyond the side of the house. There, the water freezes, gradually 
growing into a mound of ice. The flatter the pitch of the roof, the 
easier it is for an ice dam to get a grip.  Gutters at the eaves can also 
trap snow and ice.  If snow and ice build up high enough in the 
gutter, it can provide a foundation for an ice dam. (See the         
diagram)  When an ice dam gets big enough, melted water backs up 
behind it and seeps underneath the shingles.  Eventually, it will drip 
into the insulation and down into the ceilings and exterior walls 
beneath the eave. If the roof stays wet, it can form mildew and 
start to rot. 
 
There are two ways of dealing with ice dams. The usual way is 
attending to an immediate emergency situation or one that has the 
potential of becoming one and the other way is taking the          
necessary steps to prevent ice dams from forming in the first place. 
This article is limited to dealing with an existing situation. What can 
you do to stop damage from occurring or continuing once you   
realize there is an ice dam forming?   
 
The primary goal is to allow the roof to drain, keep the dam from 
growing larger, and remove as much of the dam as possible. 
 
1. Remove the ice dam by breaking it free in small chunks. Avoid 

using an ax or other sharp instrument to prevent cutting the     
shingles. Instead, tap lightly with a blunt mallet.  This is a slow, 
possibly dangerous job  that may be best left to a professional 

roofer. If the entire dam cannot be removed, cut channels to 
allow the water behind it to drain off the roof. 

2. Clear out gutters and downspouts.  This requires use of a   
ladder which can lead to damage of gutters and spouts. 

3. Melt troughs through the ice dam with calcium chloride ice 
melter.  Use of rock salt is not recommended. It will damage 
paint, metals, and plants beneath the eave and wherever the 
salty water drains.  Some homeowners fill the legs of nylons 
with ice melter or salt, tie off the tops,  and lay them        
vertically across the ice dams.  The  nylon tubes melt troughs 
into the dams, allowing water to drain. 

4. Steam is by far the safest method of removing an ice dam 
and poses the least risk of further damage.  This must be 
done by a roofing company or building contractor. A steamer 
uses a home’s water supply, heating it to 300 degrees.  The 
steam is forced through a hose and wand, where it is       
delivered in a low pressure stream used to cut through the 
ice. 

 
One immediate act of prevention that is worth mentioning even 
in this short article is removing snow from the roof.  This         
eliminates one of the ingredients necessary for the formation of 
an ice dam. Scrape snow from the roof whenever it falls, using a 
snow rake from below or a broom or plastic shovel from above.  
Again, safety is key. If you are not careful, pulling snow from a 
roof can bury you in it, and sweeping snow while on the roof can 
send you slipping to a fall.   Hiring a professional who uses       
protective gear and a safety line may be best. 
 

   By Dolly Padgurskis 

 
References: This Old House, Article, Ice Dams - Several quick fixes 
     but only one cure  
      Housing Technology, Ice Dams, Huelman, Patrick,  
      University of Minnesota Extension 
      Globe Correspondent, Article, How Do I Know if I 
      Have an Ice Dam?, Robillard, Rob, Feb. 11, 2015 
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A portion of the sale of 

Lake Templene logo 

items at Tree of Life is 

donated to the LTPOA 

LTPOA Apparel Items Available for Purchase 

Caps and t-shirts are only two examples of items that are available to be     

ordered with your choice of one of the three available Lake Templene logos. 

There are a number of different apparel items, everything from caps and t-shirts 

to polo shirts, sweatshirts, sweatpants and jackets. All apparel items may be 

purchased in an assortment of colors with  any one of the three logo choices 

applied. The t-shirts and other apparel items come in men’s and women’s styles 

and sizes. Some selections also come in toddler, youth,  and adult extended 

sizes. There are a limited number of items available in infant  sizes. Besides  

apparel, there are blankets, hand towels, beach towels, totes, and gym bags that 

can have your choice of logo applied.  

Remember: a portion of your purchase is donated to LTPOA! 
 

To view the apparel items and styles available go to the catalog website:  

www.4logowearables.com 

To purchase contact Susan Leist  269-625-5500 
Information and instructions for making a logo apparel item purchase are also 

available on the Lake Templene website. 
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Place address label here 

We’re on the Web! 

www.laketemplene.org 
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Information Change Form 

 

 

Name__________________________________________ 

 

Spouse’s Name___________________________________ 

 

Old Address_____________________________________ 

 

New Address____________________________________ 

 

City______________________ State_________________ 

 

Phone #______________ E-mail_____________________ 

 

Subdivision___________________ Lot_________________ 

 

 

 
If your address or other 

information changes, 

please use this form  or use 

the above email address to  
notify the LTPOA as soon 

as possible. 

 

Please mail the form to : 

L.T.P.O.A. 

P.O. Box 196 

Nottawa, MI 49095 

 

Attention: 

Information Change 


